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neither do they see humiliation where in fact there is none. And for the
same reason they do not feel that finger-impressions by themselves
imply criminality. The fact is that for the identification [of pass-
holders] and for the prevention of fraud, digit-impressions offer a simple,
effective and scientific means. It is true that this method was at first
applied only to criminals. That is the reason why, when the method
was sought to be applied particularly to Indians under compulsion,
we opposed it and were justified in doing so. But there is no reason
to oppose it now. Many reforms have been adopted after they were
first tried out on criminals; for instance, vaccination with cow-pox
serum. When Mr. Jenner discovered this method of vaccination, he
first tried it on prisoners. It was introduced among the rest of the
population after the experiment had proved successful. No one could
argue that the free population was thereby humiliated.
If anyone wants to know why all these arguments were not advanced
earlier, it is easy to answer the question. Formerly, finger-prints were
a part of an enslaving law and therefore a symbol of our slavery. It
was thus our duty to draw attention to the humiliating aspect of [giving]
finger-impressions. It was then no part of this journal's intention to
help [the Government] to dress the Indian community in a cloak of
slavery by arguing that finger-impressions were bound to be introduced
in the end, or that the method had advantages from a scientific point
of view. There was no need, therefore, at that time to argue that in
a certain context it would become necessary to give finger-impressions,
or that there should be no objection to [giving] them. That was at
a time when it was necessary to present a strong case against the law.
All the arguments advanced at that time either in my news-letters or
elsewhere in this paper were valid. Even today, given an identical
situation, they would be absolutely valid. If anywhere in the world
they should introduce the [system of] compulsory finger-impressions,
or even a thumb-impression for the Indian community alone, with
the object of stigmatizing it for the colour of its skin, this journal will
again take up the banner and repeat the arguments used in the past.
Besides, everyone must know that we have always said that our campaign
was not directed against finger-impressions as such but against the law.
The repeal of the law being assured, the Indian sword returned, on its
own as it were, to the scabbard.
ABCJUT LICENCES
For a variety of reasons it has now been arranged that those who
have taken out registration certificates of their own accord should have
licences issued to them even before a ijiew law is passed. It will be
stated on the licences that they are being issued subject to the approval
by Parliament of [the principle of] voluntary registration. This is a